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Editor’s Nore: The Journal regularly
interviews new judges. Linda M.
Vianzi is the lavest addition ro the
bench.

AN INTERVIEW WITH JUDGE
LINDA VANZI

"Our constiiurions, our civil liberties
and the ideal of equal justice for all
people are whar separate us from
other nations. I am proud to be part
of an independent judiciary and 1o
serve the people of Bernalillo
Counry. "

- Hon. Linda M. Vunzi

Linda Vanzi is the newest
Richardson appointment to the 2nd
Judicial Dastriet Civil Division, In
appointing her, Governor Richardson
said, "Judge Vanzi is known as a
woman of integrity, who is
extremely competent, thoughtful and
thorough. We are ruly forminate
[she] has accepted this nomination to
the bench.”

After seven months of donning the
black robe, Tudee Vanzi will face a
contested election this November,
Between her many campaign stops
and zealously working long hours on
her caseload of about 1200, Judge
Vanzi took a breal from her hectic
routine to meet with us to talk about
her inspiration for secking the
Judgeship and her passion for her
joh.

Long before imagining herself on the
bench. Judge Vanzi gained an

appreciation for American civil
liberties while living in countries that
do not enjov the freedoms and
protections we have in the United
States. She was raised in Pakistan,
The injustice and unfairmess that she
saw there shaped her unwavenng
commitment to. and appreciation for,
our justice system.

Her journey towards
becoming a judee has been
rich with experience.
Before atending law
school, Judge Vanzi had
diverse exposure (o the
business field, working for
a number of big
companies, for example,
serving as Director of Safety for
Border Steel Mills, Inc. and working
in the safety deparments for other
large corporations like Nestle
Enterprises and Rockwell
International. She later owned her
own restaurant i Taos, New
Mezxico.

Judge Vanzi entered the University
of New Mexico law school in 1992,
After graduating, she clerked for
Judge Mechem in federal court
where she had the opportunity 1o
observe many trials and research
countless legal issues. This was the
beginning of what she describes as

er “years of prepping” to be a
judge.

Enowing early that she wanted to
pursue a judgeship, Judge Vanzi has
made the most of every opportunity
that would qualify her to serve the
community in what she regards as a
monumental position. After clerking
for Judge Mechem, she entered
private practice as a trial lawyer,
Her emphasis was on civil rights.
She represented clients in state and
federal court and it was during this
time that she mastered the use of the
rules of evidence in representing and
advocating for justice for her clients,
Her wrial skills earned her a
reputation as an excellent courtroorm
artorney with outstanding principles
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who took cases that afforded the
opportunity to prolect and preserve
constitutional principles. Her tnal
skills also served her well as a
“cooperating atomey for the
ACLU.

In addition to her skillful
representation of individuals and
businesses. Judee Vanzi has worked

These positions have contributed to Judge
Vanzi’s gift for serving as a neutral ;

participant in the legal process, rather than
strictly as an advocate.

in many quasi-judicial capacities,
including the TVI labor board, the
State of New Mexico Public
Employee Labor Relations Board,
and she was appointed by the
Federal District Court to serve as the
EEQ “monitor” for the City of Belen
Police Department. These positions
have contributed to Judge Vanzi's
gift for serving as a neutral
participant in the legal process, rather
than smictly as an advocate.

Trial skills are important to Judge
Vanzi. For many years. Judge Vanzi
taught trial skills at the National
Institute of Trial Amomeys (NITA)
programs and runs both the NITA
regional trial and deposition colleges
in Albuguerque.

She is regularly invited to teach
across the country. She describes
great satisfaction at helping less
experienced trial attormeys develop a
command of the tools required to
present evidence and argument
before a jury. In particular, she
enjoys teaching New Mexico
attorneys because they tend “to be
more diverse” and “are people who
will actually be using the skills in the
courtroom.” She has also served as
an adjunct professor at the University
of New Mexico law school teaching
these same skills to law smdents in
the Evidence and Tral Practice
course. Of these programs, Judge






